
 

 
 
PROPOSAL BY:  Land Use Committee 
DATE:    September 10, 2008 
TITLE: Letter from SORO NC indicating its lack of support for the current proposal for a 

new Chabad Community Center, and its request for variances connected to this 
new construction. 

 
SUMMARY: That the Land Use Chairs send a letter to the Los Angeles Department of City 

Planning indicating that the South Robertson Neighborhoods Council does not 
support the existing proposal for the new construction of the Chabad Community 
Center at 9001-9041 West Pico, including requests for numerous variances. 

 
FULL PROPOSAL: The Land Use Committee held two meetings, on August 5 and September 2, 

2008, to gather information and input regarding a proposal from Chabad of 
California to demolish the four buildings currently on the one-block site and 
replace them with a five-story building with two levels of subterranean parking.  
Representatives of Chabad discussed the plan to create a community center that 
will house street level retail establishments, a private high school, dormitories for 
students and counselors, and condominiums.   Community members were 
encouraged to attend the second meeting so that the committee could get input 
regarding any concerns about the project. 

 
 Chabad approached the NC because they are requesting a number of variances 

from the city, and they were hoping for the committee's endorsement.  These 
variances are: 

 
 1.  Approval to build to a height of 80 feet (five stories), instead of the established 

45 feet. 
 
 2.  Allowing a floor-to-area ratio of 3.84 to 1 in lieu of 1.5:1. (more density) 
 
 3.  Approval to provide 71 parking spaces instead of the required 168. 
 
 4.  Waiver of a loading space requirement. 
 
 Approximately 20 community members attended the September meeting and 

were comprised of residents living within close proximity of Chabad, and 
residents from slightly further away who have children attending the Chabad 
school, or other involvement with the organization.  The residents from Wetherly 
and Crest were extremely concerned about the scale of the project and cited 
numerous ongoing problems with Chabad in terms of trash left on the street, 
increased traffic and driveways blocked by staff cars.  Many described promises 
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made to the community in order to obtain their approval of the Bais Sonya Gutte 
school project on the next block that were not kept. 

 
 Rabbi Cunin, who attended the meeting, indicated that measures were being 

taken to remedy these problems, but these measures seemed to have only been 
undertaken in the very recent past, and were presumably done to try and mitigate 
the community's objections to the proposed project.  When committee members 
asked Rabbi Cunin and the legal representative for the project about the makeup 
of the proposed student body, as well as the condominium residents, they had no 
specific answers.  Other questions regarding the possibility of scaling down the 
project went unanswered.  It also seemed that there had been no outreach efforts 
made to the community.   

 
 It was proposed that both sides appoint individuals to a working committee that 

can meet and try to reach some compromises regarding the project.  However, 
given the amount of stakeholder input and the fact that the project's review by the 
city would not be put on hold during this process, the committee felt that, at this 
time, it should still issue a letter to City Planning stating that it did not support the 
request for variances, but that, should a scaled-down version of the project be 
submitted, it would reconsider the project and hope to extend its support. 

 
 
 

Pros: Cons: 
Shows the NC is responding to input from 
stakeholders. 

Does not support a project which might prove 
beneficial to the community. 

Shows the NC is working to preserve the 
integrity of the neighborhood character, as 
dictated by the Community Plan. 

 

  
 
MOTION for the Board’s consideration: 
 

1. That the Land Use Committee Co-chairs submit a letter to the City Planning Department of Los Angeles 
stating that the South Robertson Neighborhoods Council does not support the request for variances 
submitted by Chabad of California as part of its proposal to build a new community center at 9001-9041 West 
Pico Boulevard, and does not support the project in its current state.  This letter will also state that if Chabad 
and its representatives meet with concerned members of the community and revise their project, based on 
their discussion and input, the Land Use Committee will reconsider its decision. 

 
 

































PROPOSAL BY: Outreach Committee

DATE: September 10, 2008

TITLE: Town Hall Meeting on Energy Savings Measures for the Home, Car and Yard

SUMMARY: That SORO NC plan and present a Town Hall meeting in November that focuses

on ways stakeholders can save energy and reduce costs in the home, the car

and the yard.

FULL PROPOSAL: SORO NC is required to host one Town Hall meeting annually.  After much

discussion at last month!s Outreach Committee meeting, the consensus was to

pursue a timely topic that offers real and potentially significant aid to SORO

stakeholders and keeps with the efforts of SORO NC to promote healthy living

and “green” measures.  The Outreach Committee therefore recommends that the

Board plan and present a November meeting that focuses on ways that

stakeholders can save energy and reduce costs in the home, the car and the

yard.

The Outreach Committee will head planning, including scheduling date, location

and expert speakers as well as making notifications and advising media.

MOTION for the Board’s consideration:

1. That the SORO NC host a town hall meeting on a weeknight in November that is focused on energy savings
for the home, the car and the yard.
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