
 

 

Doug Fitzsimmons 
President 
 
Ken Blaker 
Vice-President 
 
Jon Liberman 
Treasurer  
 
Beth Hirsch 
Secretary 
 
Martin Epstein 
Corresponding Secretary  

South Robertson 
Neighborhoods Council 
 
PO Box 35836 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 
 
P: (310) 295-9920 
F: (310) 295-9906 
E: info@soronc.org 
 
soronc.org 

 
 
 

City of Los Angeles Certified 
Neighborhood Council 

 

Thursday, June 1, 2017  
Hamilton Senior High School, Lab Building, Second Floor Room 607 
2955 S. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90034 
 
 
I.          Call to Order and Roll Call 
                 Chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
                 Committee Members Present:  Paula Waxman, Saran Kirschbaum,  
     Karen Smith-Laramay , Barry Levine, Giovanni Ferdinand 
     Community Members Present: Marilyn de Vasconcellos, Joanna Bogos, 
     Steven Edwards, Sandy Nevler  
  
II.       General Public Comment 
              
             a. Paula reminded committee of the June 29 Los Angeles Department of 
Sanitation Open House West LA facility, 2027 Stoner Ave., Los Angeles 
https://www.lacitysan.org/san/faces/home/portal/s-lsh-es/s-lsh-es-yoh     Recycling 
Facility: LASAN holds six "Discover Recycling"   Open Houses every year. Each of 
our waste shed district yards will open to the public in a series of free Saturday 
events. The Open House program showcases LA Sanitation’s residential curbside 
collection programs with an emphasis on proper recycling practices and bulky item 
collection while strengthening partnerships with City residents. The Open House will 
feature trash trucks and equipment demonstrations in addition to facility tours, 
information booths, recycling games, and refreshments. Last year, more than 7,000 
residents attended the Open House events with 290 city employees who volunteered 
their time to "give back" to the neighborhoods they serve throughout the year. There 
is no charge for admission and all ages are welcome, but we do request that pets be 
left at home for safety.  
 
III.      Old Business 
                

a. Sorofest:  Paula demonstrated the recycling game made by Anne 
Geffner  to the members to get their input. 

b. Newsletter:  work on the Newsletter had to be put on hold to work on the 
Sorofest. 

c. Hamilton E-waste Drive: has been postponed indefinitely because the 
date selected by the school conflicts with SAT exams.  It will probably be 
rescheduled for early fall. 

IV.         New Business:   

a. Tree Motion: The community has been disturbed by the posting of 
notices on 18 Tipuana Tipu Trees indicating that they will be removed 
sometime after late June.  The  Tree Motion, passed unanimously in 
committee, will be sent to the Soronc Board for their consideration on 
June 15th.  It reads: 

Motion:  Unless the Tipuana Tipu trees along Cadillac which are scheduled to be 
removed, provide a serious and eminent danger to the community,  the South 
Robertson Neighborhoods Council would like a moratorium on their removal until 
representatives from the Soronc and representatives from the community impacted 
by their removal can meet with representatives from the appropriate city departments 
at a time to be set up by Councilman Wesson’s office to discuss in depth, reasons for 
their removal and possible alternatives. 
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b. Tree Trimming Along Robertson:  The Committee has a budget of $3000 
for tree trimming in this fiscal year. 

c. Paula is still working on a new meeting place for the Green Team.  We 
were turned down by the Robertson Library. 

d. Paula reported that the Executive Board’s Strategic Plan for the Green 
Team this year is consistent with that of the Green Team. 

e. The Hami Garden will be giving two new gardening classes conducted 
by our master gardener, George Pessin.  To sign up for these classes 
contact Paula Waxman at paulawaxman@soronc.org.  These classes 
are titled: 

1. How plants flower, fruit, make seeds, how to save seeds, hand 
pollinate, & breed your own varieties.  Sat. June 24, 10am to noon.  $15.00 

2. Fall/Winter Vegetable Gardening Class, Sat. Sept. 23, 10-1pm.  $20.00 

f.  A sad farewell and thank you was given to Karen Laramay, our teacher liaison at 
Hamilton High School, for the years of service to her students and to the 
environment. She lives in the San Fernando Valley so she will continue her 
environmental work there.   Mrs. Laramay is retiring as a teacher from Hamilton after 
30 years.  She will be missed.    
V.         Adjournment                    
             The meeting was adjourned at 7:35. 
 
  NEXT MEETING:  To be scheduled.  Consult Soro Website. 
Please note: Under the Brown Act, the committee is prevented from acting on 
matters brought to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, 
the issue may become the subject of a future meeting. In the interest of addressing 
all items on the agenda, time limits for individual comments and discussion may be 
set at the discretion of the Chair. 

Special thanks to our official posting locations: 
Demers & Associates, the Robertson Blvd Library, the Robertson Recreation Center, the Office of Councilmember Paul Koretz, Malcolm 
Brown Insurance Co., Hamilton High School, and the SORO NC and Department of Neighborhood Empowerment websites. 
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of 
a meeting may be viewed at our website (soronc.org) or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to 
an item on the agenda, please contact us via phone at (310) 295-9920 or via email at info@soronc.org.  
 
SORO NC Board members abide by a code of civility (soronc.org/civilitycode). Any person who interferes with the conduct of a Neighborhood 
Council meeting by willfully interrupting and/or disrupting the meeting is subject to removal. A peace officer may be requested to assist with 
the removal should any person fail to comply with an order of removal by the Neighborhood Council. Any person who resists removal by a 
peace officer is subject to arrest and prosecution pursuant to California Penal Code Section 403. 
 
Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar notificar a la oficina 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) anetes del evento. Si necesita asistencia 
con esta notificación, por favor llame a nuestra oficina al (213) 978-1551.  

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability 
and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure 
equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Translators, sign 
language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary 
aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure 
availability of services, please make your request at least three (3) 
business days prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting  
the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at (213) 978-1551 or 
e-mail NCSupport@lacity.org. 
 
 
 
 


