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Full Proposal 
For sixteen years, the SoRo Community Festival has built bridges amongst our 
neighbors, local businesses and public service organizations and celebrated the 
cultural diversity of our community. The Festival is organized by the SoRo 
Community Foundation, Inc. 

The single-day Festival includes activities for kids, a wide range of food, a live music 
stage and lots of exciting artist and vendor booths.  
 
The Festival has been the Neighborhood Council's largest single outreach effort each 
year, attracting over 8,000 residents. It helps build pride in our community, and gives 
stakeholders a chance to talk with their NC board members and tell us about their 
priorities for the neighborhood. The Festival also provides unique opportunities for 
representatives of City departments and non-profit organizations to meet with 
residents and give them information about their services, and for local businesses to 
promote themselves to their community.  

 Proposed Motion 
I. To approve a $5000 Neighborhood Purposes Grant to the SoRo Community 

Foundation, Inc., for the purposes of putting on the 2015 SoRo Festival.  

 

Considerations  

Committee review: 
(highly recommended) 

Votes For:  Against:  

Amount previously allocated in Committee's working budget: 
(applies to funding motions only) 

$5000 

Arguments for: Arguments against: 

Reductions to our NC budget and removal 
of our rollover funds has left us with less 
than we've had in past years.    

The funds could be spent for some 
other purpose. 

This is our largest outreach effort to the 
immediate community. 

The festival is structured to attract a 
small local audience at time when we 
need to raise the profile of our business 
community to a broader audience. 

 

Motion to approve a $5000 
Neighborhood Purposes Grant for the 
2015 SoRo Festival 
Agenda Item: SB011515-1 

Date: 15 January 2015 

Proposed By: Doug Fitzsimmons 
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Full Proposal 
In order to preserve options for the soon-to-be-seated SORO NC Board, the 2014-15 
budget passed by the previous Board was necessarily lacking in detail. The 
upcoming strategy and fiscal planning meeting will allow us to discuss the NC’s 
priorities and create a more developed budget. 

The Executive Committee is proposing holding the meeting at the Relational Center 
on Robertson Blvd. There is a $100 room rental fee. An additional $50 would be for 
snacks and beverages for the meeting.  

 Proposed Motion 
I. To approve $150 for a Board strategy and fiscal planning meeting.  

 

Considerations  

Committee review: 
(highly recommended) 

Votes For:  Against:  

Amount previously allocated in Committee's working budget: 
(applies to funding motions only) 

 

Arguments for: Arguments against: 

Reductions to our NC budget and removal 
of our rollover funds has left us with less 
than we've had in past years.    

The funds could be spent for some 
other purpose. 

The Relational Center is a new partner in 
the neighborhood, and we want to 
strengthen ties with local community-
minded organizations 

Another venue might be cheaper. 

 

Motion to approve $150 for a Board 
strategy and planning meeting  
Agenda Item: SB011515-2 

Date: 15 January 2015 

Proposed By: Doug Fitzsimmons 

 


